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Public  Health  Department, 


96,  High  Street, 

Billericay. 

25th  October,  1954. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Urban  District  Council  of  Billericay. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of 
the  district  during  the  year  1953. 

A study  of  the  statistics  shows  that  the  population  continues  to 
increase;  that  the  birth  rate  has  risen  appreciably  and  is  considerably 
above  the  national  average;  that  the  death  rate  is  rather  less  than  the 
national  figure  but  somewhat  greater  than  during  the  preceding  year; 
that  the  infantile  mortality  rate  shows  a disappointing  substantial 
increase;  and  that  the  local  incidence  of  measles  was  very  considerably  in 
excess  of  the  national  average  for  the  year. 

One  welcome  feature  of  the  growth  of  the  district  is  an  increase  in 
local  industry,  which  provides  employment  for  many  who  would  other- 
wise have  to  seek  work  in  the  Metropolitan  area. 

I take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  those  Members  and  Officers  of 
the  Council  who  have  supported  me  in  my  work  during  the  year. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

PATRICK  X.  O’DWYER. 
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SECTION  A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27,020 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  Home  population  ...  ...  46,860 

. Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  81st  December,  1953,  according 

to  Rate  Books  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15,092 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1958  . ..  ...  ..  ...  £261,060 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  at  31st  December,  1953 

(estimated)  £1,013 


Vital  Statistics 

Live  Births  Total  M F 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  832  445  387 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  30  13  17 

Total  Birth  Rate,  Legitimate  and  Illegitimate,  per  1,000  of 

the  estimated  population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19‘5 

Still  Births 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  (Male  11, 

Female  4)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17T 

Deaths  Total  M F 

Total  number  of  deaths  ...  ...  575  313  262 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 


population  ...  ...  ...  ...  lOT 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion  ...  — — — 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  (Male  21,  Female  11)  ...  37T 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

(Male  19,  Female  11)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36' 1 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

(Male  2) 66*7 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age  : 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  (Male  11,  Female  8)  ...  22-0 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

(Male  10,  Female  8)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2T7 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

(Male  1) 33  3 
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Deaths  from  certain  Diseases  : 

Total 

M 

F 

Malignant  neoplasm 

94 

57 

37 

Measles 

1 

1 

— 

Whooping  cough  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

2 

— 

2 

Deaths  from  Violent  Causes  ; 

Deaths  of  this  nature  totalled  twenty.  Of  these  twenty  deaths  eight 
were  the  result  of  motor  vehicle  accidents.  Three  were  classified  as 
suicides. 

Statistics 

The  birth  rate  was  19 '5  per  1,000  of  the  population  and  was  thus 
appreciably  above  the  National  average.  The  death  rate  increased  also 
to  lOT  per  1,000,  but  still  compares  favourably  with  the  National  figure 
and  with  the  average  for  areas  of  more  or  less  comparative  size.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  infant  mortality  rate  increased  from  20-92  to  37-1  per 
1,000  related  live  births,  the  National  figure  for  this  group  being  26-8. 

The  adjusted  birth  and  death  rates  per  1,000  of  the  population  show 
that  the  local  birth  rate  is  appreciably  above  the  National  average  and 
the  death  rate  appreciably  below  the  National  average.  These  figures 
show  a satisfactory  trend  but  it  is  possible  that  the  figures  tend  to 
exaggerate  these  trends  because  the  fact  of  a birth  or  death  can  be 
recorded  more  surely  and  with  much  less  delay  than  the  assumption 
of  resident  status  by  an  individual. 


SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 


These  remain  substantially  the  same  as  for  last  year. 

The  Essex  County  Council  as  the  Local  Health  Authority  have 
announced  their  intention  of  providing  in  Basildon  a Health  Centre  of 
the  type  from  which  general  practitioners  could  practice,  but  it  is  under- 
stood that  it  is  unlikely  to  be  erected  within  the  next  three  years. 

The  Regional  Hospital  Board  have  been  allocated  a site  in  Basildon 
for  a new  hospital,  but  there  is  little  likelihood  of  any  early  start  on  the 
work  of  erection.  The  excellent  County  Ambulance  Service  has  con- 
tinued during  the  year  to  overcome  some  of  the  disadvantages  associated 
with  the  lack  of  a centrally  situated  general  hospital  for  the  area. 

There  are  now  nineteen  doctors  practising  as  general  practitioners 
from  addresses  within  our  boundaries.  The  number  of  midwives  in  the 
district  is  ten. 
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National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

Section  47.  No  action  was  taken  under  this  section  during  the  year. 
Since  the  Act  came  into  operation  this  section  has  not  been  invoked  in 
this  district.  However,  there  were  several  instances  where  investigations 
were  made  with  a view  to  deciding  whether  action  under  the  section  was 
justified.  Happily,  other  means  of  dealing  with  the  problem  were  found 
in  every  case. 

Section  50.  One  burial  was  carried  out  by  the  Council  during  the 
year  in  accordance  with  their  responsibility  under  this  section  of  the  Act. 


SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Water  Supplies 

There  were  no  changes  during  the  year  in  the  arrangements  for 
supplying  bulk  supplies  of  water  to  the  district.  Whilst  many  occupied 
houses  are  still  without  a piped  water  supply,  their  number  is  diminish- 
ing, and  the  Counciks  water  scheme,  work  on  which  commenced  towards 
the  end  of  the  year,  will  bring  about  a considerable  improvement  in  this 
respect.  Most  of  the  extensions  carried  out  were  in  Basildon  and  in  the 
Southend  Waterworks  Company’s  area.  In  addition,  the  Council  laid 
mains  in  the  Berry  Park  Estate,  Langdon  Hills,  an  estate  which 
previously  lacked  a satisfactory  supply,  the  residents  being  dependent 
on  rain  water  and  one  standpipe. 

The  extent  of  mains  extensions,  is  as  follows : 

Southend  Waterworks  Company : 

2"  diameter  ...  290  yards 

3'^  ,,  ...  2 miles  67 

4"  ,,  ...  5 ,,  1,151  ,, 

6"  „ ...  1,137  ,, 

9"  „ ...  66  „ 


Total  ...  8 miles  951  yards 


Billericay  Council:  1,480  yards. 

The  grand  total  for  the  district  was,  therefore,  9 miles  671  yards. 

The  overall  position  regarding  domestic  water  supply  at  the  end  of 
the  year  was  approximately  as  follows : 

No.  of  inhabited  dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15,092 

No.  of  new  connections  (including  newly  erected  houses)  ...  852 
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Total  number  of  premises  connected  to  main  supply  ...  13,648 

No.  of  households  dependent  on  stored  rainwater,  spring 

wells  and  Council  standpipes ...  ...  1,444 

The  water  supplied  by  the  Southend  Waterworks  Company  is  of  good 
quality  and  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  area.  Weekly  bacteriological 
examination  of  the  raw  water  and  daily  tests  of  treated  water  were  made 
by  the  Company's  resident  Chemist  and  Bacteriologist.  In  addition,  half 
yearly  samples  were  examined  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratories  and 
reports  were  sent  to  the  Council.  The  results  of  the  examinations  showed 
the  water  to  be  of  high  organic  purity  and  excellent  bacterial  quality. 
The  chemical  character  of  the  water  is  satisfactory.  The  water  is  not 
considered  to  be  plumbo  solvent. 

There  was  no  contamination  of  the  water  supplied  in  bulk  by  the 
South  Essex  Waterworks  Company  to  this  Council  for  distribution  in 
Langdon  Hills,  and  bacteriological  reports  on  this  Company’s  water  as 
supplied  to  consumers  were  satisfactory  but  show  a hardness  figure  of  270 
parts  per  million.  A total  of  3,800'  chemical,  bacteriological  and  biological 
examinations  were  made.  The  water  is  not  liable  to  plumbo  solvent 
action. 

During  the  year  four  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  chemical  and 
bacteriological  examination  from  rain  water  underground  storage 
reservoirs.  The  results  showed  the  water  to  be  contaminated  and  not 
suitable  for  drinking  purposes.  Action  to  improve  the  supply  was  taken 
in  three  cases  and  in  the  fourth  case  no  further  action  was  necessary  as 
the  property  was  the  subject  of  a Demolition  Order  and  the  tenant  was 
rehoused. 

As  is  usual  several  applications  have  been  made  by  residents  for  mains 
to  be  extended  in  their  roadways,  but  the  Council  felt  that  it  was  best  to 
proceed  with  the  arrangements  already  made  with  the  Southend  Water- 
works Company  and  towards  the  completion  of  the  scheme  tO'  formulate 
a supplementary  scheme.  As  the  present  scheme  nears  its  completion  the 
Council  will  be  in  a better  position  to  ascertain  the  needs  of  the  district 
as  the  Basildon  Corporation  will  no  doubt  have  made  considerable  pro- 
gress with  their  proposed  development  and  the  neighbourhood  unit  plans. 
Difficulty  has  already  been  experienced  in  getting  the  owners  of  properties 
to  connect  to  the  new  mains,  particularly  in  the  case  of  old  aged  pen- 
sioners occupying  their  own  properties.  It  has  been  found  that  incomes 
are  insufficient  to  meet  the  expenditure  and  the  Council  have,  therefore, 
had  to  devise  means  of  giving  assistance  in  such  cases. 

The  Essex  County  Council  Act,  1952,  came  into  operation  during 
the  year  and  Section  108  amends  Section  138  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936.  The  effect  of  this  is  to  enable  the  Council  to  recover  £40  of  the 
cost  of  connecting  a property  to  a water  main  where  the  work  has  been 
undertaken  following  failure  to  comply  with  a statutory  notice  requiring 
the  connection. 

The  Council  appreciate  the  action  of  the  Southend  Waterworks  Com- 
pany who  will  now  connect  premises  to  the  mains  and  allow  the  owners 
to  repay  the  cost  over  a period  of  two  years. 
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Water  Shortage 

During  1953  the  rainfall  was  estimated  at  20-66  inches,  this  being 
5 inches  less  than  the  previous  year.  In  spite  of  the  smaller  rainfall  the 
applications  for  water  deliveries  were  fewer  than  in  1952.  During  the 
year  123,200  gallons  of  water  were  delivered,  this  representing  291 
applications.  The  delivery  of  water  is  very  costly  and  time  consuming 
as  it  is  only  possible  to  deliver  400  gallons  at  one  time  and  most  of  the 
premises  requiring  water  are  on  unmade  roads  difficult  to  negotiate  in  the 
winter  time. 


Standpipe  Water  Supplies 

Two  further  standpipes  were  erected  by  the  Council,  bringing  the 
number  in  use  to  sixty-four.  This  type  of  supply  is  only  relatively  satis- 
factory, but  does  at  least  ensure  that  many  properties  will  not  be  entirely 
without  water  in  time  of  drought.  It  is  intended  to  remove  some  stand- 
pipes as  the  Councihs  water  scheme  progresses  and  enables  more  house- 
holders to  obtain  the  benefit  of  a piped  supply  in  the  house. 

Nuisances 

The  number  of  nuisances  reported  during  the  year  was  slightly 
higher  than  in  1952.  This  may  be  due  to  some  extent  to  the  increase  of 
population  and  additional  premises.  As  in  previous  years;  many  of  the 
nuisances  were  due  to  the  discharge  of  sink  waste  water  and  cesspool 
sewage  into  ditches,  but  quite  a few  complaints  received  concerned  the 
blockage  of  watercourses,  causing  flooding  to  land  and  gardens.  It  is 
almost  inevitable  that  in  a district  of  this  type,  which  is  in  parts  semi- 
rural  and  is  being  developed  at  a rapid  rate,  the  old  field  ditches  which 
existed  before  development  of  the  land  commenced  are  being  filled  in 
unwittingly  by  the  owners  of  the  properties  and  there  is  often  great  diffi- 
culty in  tracing  the  course  and  direction  of  flow.  It  is  hoped  that  as  the 
Basildon  Development  Corporation  proceed  with  their  scheme  for  surface 
water  drainage  the  difficulties  caused  by  blocked  ditches  will  be  alleviated. 

The  Counciks  cesspool  emptying  service  saw*  its  first  full  year  of 
operation  and  it  is  satisfying  to  record  that  the  ratepayers  were  very 
appreciative  of  the  service  rendered.  The  low  charge  of  10/-  per  empty- 
ing is  well  within  the  reach  of  the  average  householder,  and  where  house- 
holders have  insufficient  land  to  deal  with  cesspool  sewage  the  service 
has  been  a boon.  It  is  hoped  and  expected  that  the  fuller  use  of  this 
service  will  reduce  the  number  of  complaints  as  to  foul  ditches. 

During  the  year  764  cesspools  were  emptied.  Not  all  the  public  are 
yet  aware  of  the  service  and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  demand  for  it  will 
increase. 

The  replacement  of  the  large  and  unwieldy  communal  refuse  bins  by 
sets  of  smaller  bins  has  proved  to  be  a step  in  the  right  direction  and 
has  made  certain  areas  less  unsightly.  These  bins  are  more  ratproof  and 
easier  to  empty.  It  is,  however,  unfortunate  that  some  users  of  the  bins 
despoil  the  ground  around  the  bins  with  household  refuse.  This  objection- 
able practice  offends  many  other  residents  and  results  in  numerous  com- 
plaints to  my  Department. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage 

The  Councirs  subsidiary  sewerage  scheme  proceeded  during  the 
year  and  a part  of  Scheme  No.  2 was  carried  out. 

Sewers  were  laid  in  the  following  roadways  in  Laindon : Tattenham 
Road  (part);  Somerset  Road  (part);  Norfolk  Road;  Suffolk  Road,  Bedford 
Road  and  Buller  Road.  The  sewering  of  these  roadways  is  welcomed  as 
it  has  the  effect  of  reducing  still  further  nuisances  caused  by  the  dis- 
charge of  sink  waste  water  to  the  roadways.  These  particular  roads  con- 
tain small  dwellings  owned  mostly  by  retired  persons,  and  once  again  the 
Council  have  assisted  by  carrying  out  the  work  of  connection  on  behalf 
of  the  owners,  the  cost  being  spread  over  a number  of  years. 

Records  of  flow  are  taken  at  the  Barleylands,  Shotgate  and  Pitsea 
Sewage  Disposal  Works  and  during  the  year  over  202  million  gallons  of 
sewage  were  dealt  with. 

At  long  last  the  approval  of  thb  Minister  was  obtained  for  the  low 
level  section  of  the  Buttsbury  Sewerage  Scheme  and  the  work  was  com- 
menced in  November.  The  laying  of  the  sewers  in  this  area  will  be  wel- 
comed by  the  occupants  of  properties  to  be  served  as  it  has  been  extremely 
difficult  to  dispose  of  the  sewage  from  cesspools,  bearing  in  mind  the  good 
type  of  property  and  the  well-kept  gardens. 

During  the  period  under  review  the  following  connections  to  the 
sewer  were  made : 


(a) 

New  premises,  Basildon  Development  Corporation  . 

..  499 

(b) 

New  premises.  Council  dwellings 

..  153 

(c) 

Other  new  dwellings  ...  ...  

..  211 

(d) 

Old  properties 

..  147 

1,010 

During  the  year  172  visits  were  paid  to  premises  to  secure  connection 
to  the  sewer. 

Public  Cleansing 

I am  indebted  to  the  Council's  Surveyor  for  the  following  informa- 
tion : 


Approximately  10,000  tons  of  refuse  were  collected  during  the  year 
and  disposed  of  at  the  Council’s  refuse  tip  at  Pitsea  Marshes.  Salvage 
collected  totalled  170  tons  and  this  was  sold  for  £1,278.  This  is  a slight 
increase  over  the  previous  year.  Transport  for  refuse  collection  was 
adequate  but  difficulty  was  experienced  in  obtaining  and  retaining  suffi- 
cient labour.  No-  undue  difficulties  were  experienced  at  the  tip. 

More  of  the  improved  type  of  communal  refuse  bins  were  installed. 

Trade  refuse  was  removed  from  eighty-four  premises,  this  being  an 
increase  over  the  previous  year. 

Mechanical  cleansing  of  highways  continued  satisfactorily,  the 
working  mileage  of  the  vehicles  being  over  1,900  miles. 
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Smoke  Nuisances 

No  serious  complaints  were  received  during  the  year.  Many  minor 
complaints  were  received  concerning  garden  bonfires  and  the  burning  of 
trade  refuse,  but  as  these  were  not  statutory  nuisances  no  statutory  action 
could  be  taken.  An  unofficial  warning  was  given  in  each  case  and  this 
had  the  effect  of  minimising  such  nuisances. 

Swimming  Pools 

There  were  no  swimming  pools  operating  in  the  area,  but  the  paddling 
pools  in  the  Council’s  recreation  grounds  at  Lake  Meadows,  Billericay, 
and  Langdon  Hills,  were  in  popular  demand.  The  water  in  the  pools 
was  changed  frequently  and  treated  with  a sterilising  agent.  No  com- 
plaints were  received  as  to  the  condition  of  the  water. 


Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs  and  other  Insects 

Thirteen  visits  were  paid  to  premises  in  connection  with  vermin. 
The  definition  of  vermin  in  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  includes  insects 
and  parasites.  It  is,  therefore,  difficult  to  differentiate  betv/een  insects 
which  do  or  do  not  come  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act. 

There  was  no  increase  in  the  number  of  infestations  of  bugs  and 


fleas : the  numbers  reported  were 

as  follows: 

Bugs 

Fleas 

Council  houses 

2 

— 

Private  houses 

3 

1 

In  each  case  appropriate  action  was  taken  to  eradicate  the  vermin, 
and  in  the  case  of  private  houses  a nominal  fee  of  5/-  was  charged. 

Rats  and  Mice 

No  charge  is  made  for  assistance  to  householders  in  the  destruction 
of  rats  and  mice  in  dwelling  houses.  A charge  is  made  for  the  treatment 
of  business  premises,  the  charge  being  calculated  on  the  operative’s  time, 
the  actual  cost  of  materials  used,  plus  a small  percentage  towards  adminis- 
trative costs. 

The  Health  Department  has  the  part-time  use  of  two  operatives 
employed  in  the  Surveyor’s  Department. 

During  the  year  112  applications  for  assistance  were  received  and 
treatment  found  necessary  in  88  cases,  made  up  as  follows : 

Council  Properties  Private  dwellings  Business  Premises 

4 65  19 

The  business  premises  included  nine  schools  where  the  infestations 
were  chiefly  by  mice  in  the  school  canteens. 

Treatment  was  carried  out  at  the  Council’s  refuse  tip  in  Pitsea  and 
the  sewers  were  inspected,  and  where  there  were  signs  of  infestation 
treatment  was  carried  out. 
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As  in  the  past,  the  officers  in  the  Health  Department  worked  in  close 
harmony  with  the  officers  of  the  Rodent  Division  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  The  methods  of  destruction  used  were  those 
approved  by  that  Ministry. 

During  the  year  the  operatives  paid  a total  of  508  visits. 

Shops  Act,  1950 

A total  of  twenty-six  visits  were  paid  to  shops  under  the  Shops  Act 
during  the  year.  The  visits  were  mostly  in  connection  with  Sunday 
trading,  sanitary  accommodation  and  washing  facilities.  Many  of  the 
shopkeepers,  it  would  seem,  are  still  unaware  of  the  provisions  of  the 
Shops  Act,  particularly  those  provisions  relating  to  Sunday  trading. 
Advice  is  willingly  given  to  enquirers  and  leaflets  containing  the  main 
provisions  of  the  Act  are  distributed  as  necessary. 

In  two  cases  it  was  found  that  the  sanitary  accommodation  and 
washing  facilities  were  inadequate,  but  as  these  cases  were  brought  to 
light  late  in  the  year  the  work  required  had  not  been  completed  by  the 
end  of  December,  although  instructions  had  been  given  to  builders  for 
the  word  to  proceed. 

Factories  Act,  1937 

The  visits  to  factories  were  slightly  higher  than  in  the  previous  year, 
a total  of  eighty-two  being  recorded. 

Defects  in  factories  were  found  as  under : — 


Insufficient  sanitary  conveniences 
Cleanliness  of  rooms 
Insufficient  ventilation  ... 


1 

1 

1 


In  each  case  the  defects  were  remedied  after  consultation  with  the 
owners  of  the  premises. 

In  one  instance  complaints  were  received  as  to  a nuisance  being 
caused  by  the  emission  of  dust  from  a machine  in  a rag  sorting  works. 
Representations  were  made  to  the  owners  and  a system  of  discharging 
the  dust  intO'  a tank  of  water  was  introduced. 

Complaints  were  received  as  to  nuisances  being  caused  by  fumes 
from  a chromium  plating  factory  and  a factory  where  anodising  pro- 
cesses are  carried  out.  In  each  case  after  visits  were  paid  tO'  the  factories 
the  occupiers  promised  to  carry  out  such  works  as  were  necessary  to 
minimise  the  danger  from  such  fumes.  No  further  complaints  were 
received. 

As  the  New  Town  of  Basildon  develops  more  factories  are  being 
erected  and  the  staff  of  the  Department  spent  much  additional  time  on 
work  related  to  these  newer  factories.  Factories  are  visited  and  the  means 
of  escape  from  fire  investigated.  During  the  year  six  Certificates  as  to 
Means  of  Escape  from  Fire  were  issued. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  six  factories  in  operation  on  the 
industrial  site  of  the  New  Town  of  Basildon.  The  factories  manufacture 
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wireless  and  television  parts,  walkie  talkie  sets,  road  oil  tankers,  lorry 
bodies,  machines  for  preparing  and  polishing  floors,  etc.  There  is  co- 
operation between  the  Surveyor’s  Department,  Basildon  Development 
Corporation,  the  Essex  Fire  Service  and  the  Health  Department  of  the 
Council,  whereby  all  plans  are  submitted  to  the  Health  Department  for 
observations  as  to  the  means  of  escape  from  fire,  sanitary  accommodation, 
washing  facilities,  and  canteen  arrangements.  This  system  is  extremely 
helpful  as  any  alterations  that  may  be  necessary  are  made  on  the  plans 
whilst  in  draft  form  and  before  their  final  submission  tO'  the  Council. 

The  officials  of  the  Essex  Fire  Service  again  gave  valuable  advice 
and  help  which  was  greatly  appreciated. 

Massage  and  Special  Treatment  Premises 

The  licences  for  such  premises  are  issued  by  the  Essex  County 
Council  and  during  the  year  each  establishment  was  reviewed  by  this 
Department  prior  to  renewal  of  licences  by  the  County  Council. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

The  number  of  applications  for  licences  to  keep  pet  shops  increased 
during  the  year  and  thirteen  licences  were  issued.  Most  of  the  licences 
relate  to  the  sale  of  puppies  and  birds.  When  applications  are  received 
the  premises  proposed  to  be  used  for  the  sale  of  animals  are  inspected 
and  if  an  application  is  received  from  a person  residing  outside  the  urban 
district  the  co-operation  of  the  officials  of  that  area  is  sought  for  informa- 
tion as  to  the  suitability  of  the  premises  where  the  animals  are  kept. 
Personsi  residing  outside  the  area  making  such  applications  are  usually 
those  who  desire  to  sell  animals  or  birds  in  either  Wickford  or  Pitsea 
market.  During  the  year  there  have  been  no  complaints  as  to  the  manner 
of  keeping  animals  in  the  markets  or  of  any  contravention  of  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Act. 

General 

As  in  the  previous  year  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  suffered 
as  a result  of  the  shortage  of  staff.  One  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  resigned 
at  the  end  of  April  and  it  was  not  until  August  that  another  Inspector 
was  appointed.  During  that  month  the  Chief  Inspector  was  taken  ill 
which  left  one  Inspector  to  look  after  the  whole  of  the  urban  district. 
This  was  an  impossible  task  and  as  the  new  Inspector  appointed  was 
from  the  County  Borough  of  Southend,  the  Corporation  was  approached 
and  they  very  graciously  allowed  the  Inspector  to  resign  his  office  within 
a fortnight  of  giving  his  notice  to  help  the  Urban  District  Council  out 
of  their  difficulties.  The  Southend  Corporation  were  thanked  for  their 
generous  action. 

As  was  expected  the  development  of  the  district  brought  with  it  an 
increase  of  population  and  it  was  realised  by  the  Council  that  the 
Inspectorate  would  have  to  be  increased.  This  was  apparent  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year,  and  as  much  of  the  unspectacular  routine  work  of  the 
Department  was  falling  behind,  the  Council,  towards  the  end  of  the  year, 
decided  to  appoint  an  additional  Inspector.  It  was  hoped  that  the  new 
appointment  would  help  the  Department  to  catch  up  on  Its  arrears  but 
it  would  appear  that  new  responsibilities,  such  as  the  operation  of  the 
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proposed  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  the  Food  and  Drugs  Amend- 
ment Act  and  the  opening  of  private  slaughterhouses  will  leave  the 
Department  in  almost  the  same  position  as  before.  Time  will,  however, 
tell  and  only  when  the  Acts  are  in  force  can  the  true  position  be  assessed. 

Inspection  of  the  Area 

Visits  carried  out  by  Sanitary  Inspectors : — 

Dwelling  houses  with  respect  to : 

Defects  under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  ...  1,147 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  178 

Rehousing  (living  conditions  of  applicants)  ...  1,160 

Housing  Management  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Dustbins  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Sewer  connections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  172 

Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  180 

Social  Welfare  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Premises  with  respect  to : 

Vermin  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Rats  and  Mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Nuisances  under  Public  Health  Act  ...  ...  ...  696 

Manufacture  and  storage  of  ice  cream  ...  ...  9 

Distribution  and  sale  of  milk  ...  ...  ...  31 

Massage  and  Special  Treatment  premises  ...  ...  1 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

National  Assistance  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Factories  and  Workshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  82 

Meat  and  other  food  shops  and  stalls  ...  ...  ...  604 

Shops  under  the  Shops  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Moveable  dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Watercourses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  87 

Pet  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Nursery  Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Heating  Appliances  (Fireguards)  Act  ...  ...  ...  2 

Smoke  observation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


4,516 


SECTION  D. 
HOUSING 


Housing  Repairs 

As  in  previous  years  defects  in  dwelling  houses  were  treated  as 
coming  within  the  category  of  nuisances  under  the  provisions  of  Section 
93  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  with  the  exception,  of  course,  of 
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premises  in  such  a bad  state  of  repair  that  would  warrant  action  under 
Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936.  Statutory  action  to  secure  repairs 
was  only  necessary  in  a very  few  instances  but  it  does,  however,  require 
a great  deal  of  patience  on  the  part  of  the  health  officials  to  secure  repairs 
without  resort  to  statutory  action. 

As  the  New  Town  develops  owners  of  property  within  the  designated 
area  are  becoming  increasingly  reluctant  to  spend  money  on  repairs  as 
they  are  not  sure  when  the  Corporation  will  acquire  the  properties. 

During  the  year  328  premises  were  inspected  for  defects  and  812 
re-visits  were  made  to  ensure  that  repairs  had  been  done.  A total  of 
117  houses  were  made  fit  as  a result  of  informal  action  and  7 made  fit 
by  formal  action. 

The  building  of  new  premises  increased  in  tempo  during  the  year 
and  the  following  table  shows  the  number  of  new  houses  erected. 


(1)  By  Basildon  Development  Corporation  ...  499 

(2)  By  Billerica}^  Urban  District  Council  ...  ...  153 

(3)  Privately  199 

(4)  By  London  Co-operative  Housing  Association  ...  23 
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Housing 

Houses  made  fit : 

Informal  action  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  117 

Formal  action  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Formal  action  under  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts  6 

Demolition  Orders  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Houses  demolished  by  formal  action  ...  ...  ...  7 

Houses  closed  in  pursuance  of  undertakings  by  formal  or 

informal  action  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

In  some  cases  where  Demolitions  Orders  have  been  made,  it  has 
not  been  possible  to  secure  demolition  of  the  properties  at  the  end  of  the 
statutory  period,  this  being  due  to  the  lack  of  housing  accommodation 
and  the  availability  of  the  right  type  of  accommodation  for  the  displaced 
family. 


Rehousing 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  applicants  on  the  Council’s 
waiting  list  showed  a slight  increase,  there  being  1,736  applications 
registered,  an  increase  of  fourteen  over  the  previous  year.  After  the 
applications  have  been  registered  for  one  year  the  applicants’  premises 
are  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  to  formulate  reports  to  the 
Housing  Management  Sub-Committee  for  their  consideration.  In  addi- 
tion to  this,  the  old  applications  are  constantly  reviewed.  These  visits 
throw  a great  deal  of  work  on  the  Health  Department,  but  they  do  assist 
in  forming  a picture  of  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area. 
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During  the  year  under  review,  1,160  such  visits  were  paid,  this  being 
a slight  increase  over  the  previous  year.  Quite  a number  of  these  visits 
were  in  connection  with  applications  for  tenancies  of  the  Council’s  aged 
persons’  bungalows. 

Moveable  Dwellings 

By  arrangement  between  the  Health  Committee  and  the  Planning 
Committee  applications  for  permission  to  place  moveable  dwellings  on 
land  are  now  referred  to  the  Planning  Committee : this  arrangement  has 
been  found  to  work  quite  satisfactorily. 

During  the  year  thirty-seven  visits  were  paid  to  moveable  dwellings, 
quite  a few  of  which  were  being  used  temporarily  and  were  situated  on 
sites  upon  which  new  houses  were  being  or  were  to  be  built.  In  such 
cases  pennission  is  usually  given  for  twelve  months  and  the  position 
reviewed  at  the  expiration  of  that  time. 


SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk  and  Dairies 

There  are  now  very  few  dairies  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word:  most 
of  the  milk  sold  by  roundsmen  is  bottled  at  large  dairies  such  as  those 
operated  by  the  South  East  Essex  Wholesale  Dairies,  Basildon,  Howard’s 
Dairies,  Westcliff-on-Sea,  the  London  Co-operative  Society,  Southend- 
on-Sea,  and  the  Grays  Co-operative  Society,  Grays.  The  roundsmen 
obtain  most  of  their  supplies  from  one  or  other  of  these  sources  and  the 
premises  formerly  used  for  bottling  are  now  really  only  storage  depots 
for  bottles. 

During  the  year  the  Ministry  of  Food  made  an  order  designating  the 
urban  district  as  a specified  area.  The  making  of  the  order  had  the  effect 
of  considerably  reducing  the  number  of  premises  used  for  bottling  milk, 
and  as  various  regulations  require  the  bottles  containing  designated  milk 
to  be  sealed  by  overlapping  caps,  dairymen  found  it  was  uneconomical  to 
purchase  caps  with  their  own  names  and  addresses  inscribed  thereon  and 
resorted  to  the  larger  dairy  concerns  to  bottle  the  milk  for  them. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  registrations  in  force  was  as 
follows : — 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Distributors  ...  ...  ...  ...  116 

Licences  Granted 

Sterilised  ...  ...  ...  ...  112 

Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 
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Tuberculin  Tested  ...  ...  ...  32 

Accredited  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Supplementary  Licences 

Sterilised  ...  ...  . . ...  5 

Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Tuberculin  Tested  ...  ...  ...  4 

Accredited  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

As  is  the  habit  of  small  shopkeepers,  many  occupiers  of  premises 
registered  for  the  distribution  of  designated  milk  sold  out  to  other 
persons,  thus  necessitating  a change  in  the  registration  of  the  distributor. 
During  the  year  thirteen  such  premises  changed  hands,  but  the  number 
of  premises  selling  designated  milk  at  the  end  of  the  year  varied  very 
little  from  that  of  the  previous  year. 

During  the  year  complaints  were  received  concerning  pieces  of  glass 
in  a bottle  and  of  dirty  bottles.  In  each  case  investigations  were  made 
and  representations  made  to  the  hrms  bottling  the  milk.  The  representa- 
tions had  the  desired  effect  and  no  further  complaints  were  received. 

The  one  pasteurising  establishment  in  the  district  increased  the 
volume  of  milk  treated,  and  towards  the  end  of  the  year  over  4,000 
gallons  were  being  treated  daily.  Milk  is  delivered  to  this  establishment 
from  over  one  hundred  producers,  some  from  as  far  afield  as  Maldon 
and  Colchester.  Samples  of  milk  were  taken  weekly  from  the  bottling 
machine  by  Inspectors  from  the  County  Council  Health  Department, 
and  samples  of  rinsings  from  bottles  taken  monthly.  During  the  year 
forty-seven  samples  were  taken  by  that  Department  and  all  were  found 
to  be  satisfactory. 

Ice  Cream 

During  the  year  nine  visits  were  paid  to  premises  used  for  the  sale 
of  ice  cream  and  five  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination, 
the  results  being  as  follows : — 

3 samples:  Provisional  Grade  1 ^ 


At  the  end  of  the  year  only  two  premises  were  used  for  the  manu- 
facture of  ice  cream,  and  in  each  case  a cold  mix  was  used  in  the  manu- 
facture. 

One  complaint  was  received  during  the  year  as  to  the  quality  of  ice 
cream  sold.  Upon  visiting  the  premises  the  ice  cream  was  found  to  be 
in  a liquid  state,  this  being  due  to  a breakdown  in  the  refrigerator.  As 
the  temperature  of  the  ice  cream  had  risen  to  above  28 °F.  the  proprietress 
of  the  business  was  advised  to  destroy  the  ice  cream. 

During  the  year  eight  new  registrations  were  granted  and  in  each 
case  the  ice  cream  sold  was  prepacked  and  was  obtained  from  well  known 
and  reputable  manufacturers. 
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Food  Shops  and  Stalls 

During  the  f>eriod  under  review  618  visits  were  paid  to  food  premises 
which  come  within  the  relative  sections  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 
The  visits  made  were  as  follows : — 

Food  premises  ...  ...  ..  ...  119 

Ice  cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  general  ...  ...  483 

Below  is  a summary  of  defects  found  in  food  shops:  — 

Found  Remedied  Outstanding 

Insufficient  supply  of  hot  water  ...  6 8 8 

Lack  of  cleanliness  ...  ...  ...4  4 — 

Stalls 

Names  and  addresses  not  exhibited  5 5 — 

During  the  year  quite  a few  complaints  were  received,  mostly  from 
butchers,  as  to  the  condition  of  pork  allocated  to  them  from  Government 
slaughterhouses.  The  pork  was  affected  by  “ splashing.”  This  condition 
is  caused  by  the  shock  received  by  the  animal  when  stunned  and  prevents 
the  effective  bleeding  of  the  carcase.  Whilst  splashed  pork  is  usually  not 
unfit  for  human  consumption  its  appearance  is  sufficient  to  cause  appre- 
hension to  the  housewife,  as  when  the  pork  is  cooked  the  blood  splashes 
turn  black.  Where  very  bad  cases  of  splashing  occurred  arrangements 
were  made  for  the  pork  to  be  taken  back  and  re-allocated  for  manufac- 
turing purposes. 

Complaints  were  also  received  of  the  sale  of  contaminated  foods  as 
under : — 

1.  " Blown  ” tin  of  cherries  sold  from  a food  stall  in  Pitsea 
market.  The  Analyst’s  report  stated  that  the  cherries  con- 
tained a high  proportion  of  iron  and  that  they  were  unfit  for 
human  consumption.  The  vendor  was  prosecuted  and  a fine 
of  klO  imposed. 

2.  Tin  of  tomato  soup.  The  Analyst  reported  that  although 
the  tin  was  very  old  the  soup  was  not  unfit  for  consumption. 

8.  Unsound  hsh.  A warning  letter  was  sent  to  the  vendor. 

4.  A loaf  of  bread  containing  a bent  nail.  The  baker  was  sent 
a very  strong  warning  letter. 

3.  Bread  stated  to  have  caused  a burning  sensation  in  the 
mouth  and  throat.  The  Analyst  reported  that  he  was  unable 
to  find  any  evidence  of  any  ingredient  of  an  acid  or  alkaline 
nature  w^hich  might  have  been  the  cause  of  irritation  to  the 
mucous  membrane. 

6.  Pie  containing  a beetle.  The  manufacturers  of  the  pie  and 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  district  in  which  the  pie  was 
manufactured  were  contacted  and  steps  were  taken  to  ensure 
that  every  precaution  was  taken  to  prevent  a similar  occur- 
rence. 
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Proceedings  were  taken  against  a person  for  using  unlicensed 
premises  for  the  slaughtering  of  animals,  the  flesh  of  which  was  intended 
tor  sale  for  human  consumption.  The  defendant  was  fined  £10.  In  this 
case  the  Enforcement  Officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  were  also  involved 
and  the  Ministry  took  proceedings  resulting  in  a conviction. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  approximately  380  food  shops  in 


the  district,  made  up  as  follows : — 

Cafes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Butchers’  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Greengrocery  shops  ...  . . ...  ...  30 

Fish  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Pubhc  houses,  four  of  which  serve  meals  ...  28 

Grocery  and  confectionery  shops  ...  ...  221 


The  Essex  County  Council  Act,  1952,  came  into  operation  on  2nd 
April,  1953,  and  this  provides,  amongst  other  things,  for  the  registra- 
tion of  food  hawkers  and  their  premises.  There  are  not  many  such 
hawkers  in  the  area  but  there  are  quite  a few  travelling  shops  operating 
from  central  depots  in  the  area.  By  the  end  of  the  year  a check  up  was 
being  made  of  the  number  of  food  hawkers  in  the  district. 


Disposal  of  Condemned  Food 

Most  of  the  food  condemned  is  tinned  food  voluntarily  surrendered 
by  shopkeepers,  and  this  food  is  disposed  of  to  pig  keepers  or,  if  its 
condition  is  too  bad  for  pig  food,  it  is  collected  by  the  Council’s  lorries 
and  disposed  of  on  the  Council’s  refuse  tip  at  Rtsea.  All  meat  con- 
demned at  butchers’  shops  was  returned  to  the  Government  Slaughter- 
house at  Chelmsford  for  disposal  by  the  Ministry’s  officials. 


During  the  year  food  condemned  was  as  follows : — 


Meat 

Fish 

Poultry 

Bacon 

Sausages,  tinned 
Meat,  tinned 
Fish,  tinned 
Vegetables,  tinned 
Fruit,  tinned 
Milk,  tinned 
Soup,  tinned 
Meat  pudding,  tinned 

Jam  

Marmalade 
Fruit  Mincemeat 

Syrup  

Custard  pudding 


Cwts. 

Ors. 

Lbs. 

Ozs. 

7 

— 

18 

15 

2 

— 

14 

15i 

1 

2 

17 

3 

16 

3- 

2 

6 

8 

*2 

— 

24 

1.1 

21 

Ilf 

2 

— 

24 

12 

10 

2 

0 

6i 

3> 

25 

2 

12 

131 

o 



11 

4 

12 

8 

1 

1 

154 

2 

— 

and  2821  pints 


18 


Chocolate  spread 

8 

Sandwich  spread 

7 

Sauce 

13 

Pickle 

20'  fluid  ozs. 

Cereals 

1 

H 

Miscellaneous  beverages 

4 

Tonic  beverage  ... 

1 pint 

Orange  squash  ... 

13  fluid  ozs. 

Eggs  

195 

Fish  paste  

Si 

Cake  mixture 

1 

— 

Suet 

3 

4 

Cheese 

2 

Cream,  tinned 

1 

8 

Mint  sauce 

6 fluid  ozs. 

Ice  cream 

20  small  kups 

30  ,,  bars. 

Educational  Activity 

During  the  year  lectures  were  given  to  the  Women’s  Co-operative 
Guild  and  Civil  Defence  personnel  on  food  hygiene.  The  staff  of  the 
Health  Department  are  always  willing  tO'  enlighten  members  of  the 
public  on  matters  connected  with  this  subject,  and  in  the  past  lectures 
have  been  given  to  the  Old  Aged  Pensioners’  Association,  Toe  H and  other 
associations. 


SECTION  F. 


Prevalence  and  Control  over  Infectious  Disease 

The  number  of  scarlet  fever  cases  showed  no  appreciable  variation, 
the  number  notified  being  74  as  compared  with  72  in  1952.  Measles  and 
whooping  cough  incidence  increased  considerably,  measles  notifications 
being  1,135  against  101  for  the  year  1952,  and  whooping  cough  notifica- 
tions reaching  290  compared  with  163  in  the  preceding  year.  Polio- 
myelitis cases  decreased  from  10  to  4,  only  two  of  which  took  the  para- 
lytic form.  Food  poisoning  notifications  were  exactly  twice  as  many  as 
in  the  previous  year  but  some  of  the  10  cases  notified  were  very  doubtful 
cases  and  investigation  did  not  reveal  any  serious  or  prolonged  illness 
which  could  confidently  be  attributed  to  consumption  of  unwholesome 
food,  and  the  increasing  number  of  notifications  received  is  largely  an 
indication  of  the  increased  awareness  on  the  part  of  general  practitioners 
of  the  need  to  consider  the  possibility  of  contaminated  food  being 
responsible  for  sudden  digestive  disorders  affecting  their  patients. 
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INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES,  1953 
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Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital 


CASE  RATES  FOR  CERTAIN  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


(Rates  per  1,00U  Home  Population) 

Local  figures  compared  with  England,  Wales  and  certain  towns. 


Disease  Elngland  and 

v\  ales 

160  C.Bs.  and 
Great  Towns 
(including 
Gondon) 

160  Smaller 
Towns 

(Resident  Pop. 
25,000-50,000 
1951  Census). 

London  Adm. 
County 

Billericay 

Typhoid  Fever 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  fever 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Meningococcal 

infection 

0.03 

0.04 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

Scarlet  fever 

1.39 

1.50 

1.44 

1.02 

1.58 

Whooping  cough 

3.58 

3.72 

3.38 

3.30 

6.19 

Diphtheria 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

Erysipelas 

0.14 

0.14 

0.13 

0.12 

0.04 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

0.00 

Measles 

12.36 

11.27 

12.32 

8.09 

24.22 

Pneumonia 

0.84 

0.92 

0.76 

0.73 

0.94 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
(including  Polio- 
encephalitis) 
Paralytic 

0.07 

0.06 

0.06 

0.07 

0.04 

Non-Paralytic 

0.04 

0.03 

0.04 

0.03 

0.04 

Food  Poisoning 

0.24 

0.25 

0.24 

0.38 

0.21 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

18.23* 

24,33* 

12.46* 

28.61* 

20.88* 

♦ 

Per  1,000 

Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  1953 


Causes  M F Total 


1. 

All  causes 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  ... 

313 

5 

262 

1 

575 

6 

2. 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  .. 

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

1 

2 

3 

4. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  cough 

— - 

— 

— 

P). 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

— 

n 
i . 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles 

1 

— 

1 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  stomach 

12 

6 

18 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  lung  and  bronchus  ... 

10 

4 

14 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  breast  .. 

— 

5 

5 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  uterus 

— 

4 

4 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  ... 

36 

18 

54 

15. 

Leukaemia  and  Aleukaemia  ... 

1 

2 

3 

16. 

Diabetes 

1 

3 

4 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

29 

28 

57 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

54 

36 

90 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

5 

5 

10 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

38 

56 

94 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

11 

21 

32 

22. 

Influenza 

1 

3 

4 

23. 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

22 

22 

44 

24. 

Bronchitis 

26 

8 

34 

25. 

Other  disease  of  respiratory  system  ... 

2 

2 

4 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

3 

1 

4 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

2 

2 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

3 

5 

8 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

10 

— 

10 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion  ... 

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

3 

2 

5 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

26 

19 

45 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

7 

1 

8 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

5 

4 

9 

35. 

Suicide 

1 

2 

3 

30. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 
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DEATHS  AT  VARIOUS  AGES  DURING  1953 


Age  Group 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Under  1 

21 

11 

32 

1—2  

2 

1 

3 

3—5  

— 

1 

1 

6—15  

2 

2 

4 

16—24  

1 

1 

2 

25—34  

5 

3 

8 

35—44  

5 

3 

8 

45—54  

22 

14 

36 

55—64  

35 

32 

67 

65—74  

101 

69 

170 

75—84  ... 

97 

83 

180 

85  and  over 

22 

42 

64 

Total  ...  313  262  575 


COMPARATIVE  TABLE  OF  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1953 


England  and  Wales 

160  County  Boroughs  and  Great 
Towns  including  London 

160  Smaller  Towns  (Resident 
population  25,000 — 50,000  at 
1951  Census) 

London  Administrative  County  ... 

Billericay  ... 

* Per  1,000  related  live  births. 


Rates 

Home 

per  1,000 
Population 

Deaths  under 
one  year  per 

Live  Birth.  Al?  ««e. 

1,000 

Live  Births 

15.5 

11.4 

26.8* 

17.0 

12.2 

30.8 

15.7  . 

11.3 

24.3 

17.5 

12.5 

24.8 

19.5 

10.1 

37.1 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Notification  of  New  Cases 


Age  Group 

Under  1 
1—  2 
3—  4 
5—14 
15—24 
25—34 
35—44 
45—54 
55—64 
65  and  over 


Total : 


Reason  for  addition  to  Register. 


Cases  coming  to  live  in  this 
district  

Cases  in  which  disease  was  dis- 
covered after  death  ... 


Total : 


Pulmonary 

Non  Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M F 

Total 

— 

2 

— 1 

3 

1 

1 

— 1 

3 

8 

8 

— — 

16 

3 

2 

— 1 

6 

3 

2 

— — 

5 

1 

1 

— 1 

3 

2 

1 

1 — 

4 

1 

— 

— — 

1 

19 

17 

1 4 

36 

5 

41 

cases  of  Tuberculosis 

Pulmonary 

Non  Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M F 

Total 

10 

10 

— 1 

21 

3 

— 

— — 

3 

13 

10 

— 1 

23 

1 

24 

24 
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